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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present appearsnce, except for patina of age and the over-
sbundance of vines and planting, shows little cheange from its
original neo-classical cheracter. On the exterior, the rusti-
cated limestone walls, flubed stone columns, tile rpof, elab-
orste wood cornices, and exterior copper flashing and metal
work heve a8ll weathered well. With few excepticns, it is struce
turally sound and rests firmly on heavy poured concrete founda-
tion walls. The interior is in "mint" condition.

The rather limited corner site is bounded on the north snd east
by two major streets. The building is roughly 98 ft. wide by
116 ft. long end 44 ft. high. It feces north. Wide flaring
stone steps lead to a projecting two-story Corinthian columned
stone porch, flanked by one-story wings, freming the main en-
trance. The wood balustrade which formerly crowned this axiel
festure hss been removed. It is the most noticeable change from
the building's original appearance and should be rebuilt. A
porte-cochere with crescent access drlve to the adjacent streed
serves & secondary entrance on the east elevation. A small but
heavy resr porch ceénters on the south elevation, while a2 two-
story solsrium projects from the west elevation. The aggressive
upwerd thrust and lasrge scale of the residence is muted and
contained by the massive hip roofs of red Spanish tile with .
their projecting dormers, many showing arched cornices over
semi-circular windows. Rectangular window openings are capped
by deep stone lintels with keystones; windows are mostly double
hung of clear plate glass, except that entrences and feature
windows are leadecd-znd-stalined glass.

The interior is rich in mshogeny, ozk, bird's eye masple, snd
other hsrdwoods; &1l woodwork 1s finely crafted and 1n excel-
lent shape; parqueted floors; waells with original tapestries
and stenclled fsbrilcs; baths with vintaege porcelain fixtures
and delicately patterned snd tinted ceramic walls and floors;
most of the originsl light fixtures, some Tiffany, ere intact.
& large central stsir hsell with adjoining elevator shaft
(never used); e dual-coperation pipe orgsn; large fireplsaces
with carved mantels; a third floor ballroom. The whole interior
layout, while a blt formidable in scale, functions well end
provides good circulation and access to all areas.

In summary, the Belger residence is: well-designed, both srch-
itectually &snd structursally; its materials are the best; its
craftmenship is of high order; and desplte a cold, ostentetious
formality, it works; end it has served well the purpose for
which 1t wes built. Today, its mellowing sge surrounds the home
with a nostalgic surse of times past to give It a warmth tran-
scending eny bsre stick-and-stones epprsissl.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The true significance of this threatened Beiger Home 1s its
prototypal symbolism. It typifies and is en excellent example
of furn-of-the-century affluence on conspicious display in
the small city manner of the Amerlcan midlands. -

Wr. M.V.Beiger was a founder and first president of a frontler
company meking an all-knit wool boot product, which developed
into one of the nation's largest rubber footware operations,
Ball Band. Two Studebaker brothers of pioneer wagon and later
guto fame served on its B-member Bosrd of Directors. mventual-
ly, the compeny was to become & key part of the U.3.Rubber
Gompany which is now the great Unikoyal industrial complex.

With rapidly increasing personal wealth coupled with wifely
pregsures to openly display it, the time-honored predllection
towards cultural and materisl acquisition resulted in exten=
sive world travels by the Beigers to.collect objecta of art
and furnishings for a planned palatial establishment. Con-
struction of the home began in 1903; was completed in 1909,
Ironically, lr. Beiger died in 1903; nis wife became sole
owner and resident until her death in 1927, when the homse
became a2 trust-operated residence for the elderly, and so

continued until 1967 when operations ceased for financial
reasons.

The hulking size of the home with its many large and amsll
classic Corinthian columns, the heavy rusticated stone walls,
and the colorful red tile roof combine to form an overpower-
ing structure which dominstes the local scene to this day. As
the largest and most widely known residence in the area, this
bullding is 2 true landmark and the literal cornerstone of sa
comaunity which has all too few examples of similar caliber.
With its locsation in the nation's heartland, its impressive
architecture, and its importsance as a story-book but fast
vanlshing incarnstion of the average American's idea of what
an old-time tycoon's private "pad" should look like, it ce-
gerves a place in the Nationsl Register. As British Professor
of environics Patrick J. Horsbrugh of nearby University of
Notre Dame has stated: "This house (Beiger Home) 1is exceptional
+ + » by any standards. To allow it to be destroyed would be tq

pay an nistoric sacrifice and price."



(Chicego-New York, The Lewis Publishing 00.,1907), 780-791;

2. The South Bend Tribune, many articles from 1870's toc date, most
recently, 3 May 1964, 20 June, 29 Sep, 2 Oct, 18972, 18.Feb, 2%
Lpr, 20,28 ¥ay, 10, 18 s 20,27 June 1973;

3. The lishawaka hnterprise(—necord), from 1870's to date, most
recently, 17 May, 30 June 1973.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

86-665), T hereby nominate this property for inclusion Nationai Register. ]

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

th by the Nati { Park Service, The recommended
For ¥ atiomat Al e ! Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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